
The War Around Sparta ð Divided Loyalties 
 òBrother against brotheró sums up the divided loyalties 
families faced in White County during the Civil War. In 1862, 
Confederate Gen. Braxton Braggõs troops marched through the 
Sparta town square en route north to invade Kentucky. Later, an 
estimated 600 Confederate guerrillas operated in the area, and 
Sparta served periodically as a Federal base under Union Col. 
William B. Stokes, 5th Tennessee Cavalry.
 The notorious Confederate guerrilla, Champ Ferguson, is 
buried north of Sparta in France Cemetery. On February 22, 1864, 
Ferguson, with 40 men, ambushed 80 Federals under Stokes ten 
miles northeast of here in the òBattle of Dug Hill.ó 
 Confederate Gen. George Gibbs Dibrell 
(1822-1888) is buried at the Old City Cemetery. 
Dibrell formed the 8th Tennessee Cavalry on 
September 4, 1862, with 921 men, mostly 
farmers, from White and adjoining counties. The 
White County Heritage Museum houses the Colt 
revolver that Dibrellõs òFriends and citizens of Spartaó presented to 
him in 1862.
 Tom Burgess operated a gristmill at present-day Burgess 
Falls State Park, located north of Sparta, during the war. The mill 
served the community there for more than a century.

France Cemetery
Resting place of Champ Ferguson

 Champ Ferguson (1821-1865) was born in Kentucky, 
the oldest of ten children. He moved to White County, Tennessee, 
in the 1850s. During the Civil War, he showed passionate loyalty to 
the Southern cause and extreme hatred for the Union. The alleged 
reasons for his zeal range from a desire to settle longstanding 
grudges with local Unionist to revenge against the Union soldiers 
who raped his wife and daughter and killed his son. Regardless of 
his motives, Ferguson was one of the most notorious Confederate 
guerillas to roam the Upper Cumberland.
 òI was a Southern Man at the start. I am yet, and will die 
a Rebel. I believe I was right in all I did.  . . . I have killed a good 
many men, of course, I donõt deny that, but I never killed a man 
whom I did not know was seeking my like.  é I repeat that I die a 
Rebel out and out, and my last request is that my body be removed 
to White County, Tennessee, and be buried in good Rebel soil.ó  
~ Champ Ferguson, before his execution, 1865.

(Excerpts from text on Civil War Trail Markers 
in Sparta, White County, Tennessee)
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